Seroprevalence of HIV infection among leprosy patients in Agra, India: trends and perspective.
This study compares the results of HIV seroprevalence, which was carried out in two phases, i.e., 1989 to 1993 and 1999 to 2004. Although the number of leprosy patients screened for HIV infection in the second phase is less (2125) as compared to those screened during the first phase (4025), a rise in HIV infection from 0.12% to 0.37% is certainly disturbing since this area appears to be endemic for both the infections. During the study period, the Out Patient department attendance of a few types of leprosy patients like borderline and borderline lepromatous have risen, whereas others like borderline tuberculoid and polar tuberculoid have declined in the second phase as compared to that of the first phase. The trend over a decade suggests that HIV infection is low among the leprosy patients when compared with other risk groups. Follow-up of these patients at an interval of six months, revealed that none of them downgraded into a severe form of leprosy nor developed ARC or AIDS. In this study, it appears that neither infection precipitated the other. The occurrence of downgradation as well as reversal reactions and neuritis (both chronic and acute) was not observed among the leprosy patients. None of them developed erythema nodosum leprosum reactions. Similarly, the HIV-positive leprosy cases did not develop either AIDS related complex (ARC) or full blown case of AIDS.